
Flyer date 
September 21, 2020 Old Pueblo Archaeology Center presents:

Santa Cruz de Terrenate and 
Pitaitutgam Archaeological Sites 

A Guided Tour with 
Archaeologist Deni J. Seymour, Ph.D.

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday October 17, 2020
Starting in Whetstone, Cochise County, Arizona

See page 2 for address and directions.

Join Old Pueblo Archaeology Center in a visit to two historic 
Spanish colonial period sites in southeastern Arizona’s San Pedro 
Valley, led by archaeologist Dr. Deni Seymour.

Santa Cruz de Terrenate is the best-preserved example of three 
presidios (forts) established in what is now southern Arizona by the 
Spanish colonial government. 

Santa Cruz del Pitaitutgam is the site of a large Sobaípuri 
O'odham village that was occupied off and on for centuries. 

 Tour Guide Dr. Deni J. Seymour is an archaeologist, ethnograph-
er, and ethnohistorian with a three-decade personal and professional in-
vestment in knowledge about and interaction with the indigenous peo-
ples of the southern portion of the American Southwest. Dr. Seymour 
has a Ph.D. in anthropology and is a widely published award-winning 
author with over 100 scholarly refereed articles and six books. She is 
an acclaimed authority on the Spanish colonial period with special 
knowledge on the Protohistoric and Historic period Native American 
and Spanish colonial cultures of the U.S.’s “southern Southwest.” 

Dr. Seymour excavated for several seasons at both of these sites. 
Her current work focuses on various groups, including the O’odham, 
using multiple lines and forms of evidence to weave together infor-
mation relevant to history, heritage, and identity. She is currently 
involved in several ethnographic projects. She has multiple affilia-
tions, her most recent one a faculty affiliation with University of 
Texas, El Paso.

This is a fundraising tour – 
Your $50 donation ($40 for Old Pueblo Archaeology Center and Friends of 
Pueblo Grande Museum members) helps cover Old Pueblo’s tour expenses 

and supports its education programs about archaeology and traditional cultures. 
Donations are due 10 days after reservation request 

or by 5 p.m. Wednesday October 14, whichever is earlier.

For details and reservations contact Old Pueblo Archaeology Center 
at 520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org.

Check out this and other activities at www.oldpueblo.org.

ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR MASKS AND PRACTICE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING DURING THIS TOUR TO REDUCE SPREADING OF DISEASE.

Father Eusebio Kino’s 1696-1697 Saeta Martyrdom 
map showing Sobaípuri O'odham settlements in the 

Río Santa Cruz and Río San Pedro valleys

Some Native 
American and 

Spanish artifacts 
from Santa Cruz 
de Terrenate and 

Pitaitutgam 

Segment of 1692 map by Father Adam Gilg showing 
Terenate and other 17th century Sobaípuri 

settlements at the headwaters of the Río San Pedro

mailto:info@oldpueblo.org
http://www.oldpueblo.org/


 

Sites to Be Visited

The Santa Cruz de Terrenate presidio 
was one of a line of presidios that was estab-
lished to protect the northern limits of New 
Spain during the Spanish colonial period. The 
objective of the Spanish colonial government’s 
presidio system was to provide the missions, 
settlers, and Christianized Native Americans 
of New Spain with military protection from 
Apaches and other mobile Natives. 

Santa Cruz de Terrenate was founded on a 
steep bluff overlooking the San Pedro River 
on December 10, 1775, and was abandoned 
in March 1780. The only other settlement on 
the river at the time was a Sobaípuri O’odham 
village called Quíburi, which had moved far 
to the north from its Kino-period placement 
near where the presidio was later built. 

The presidio housed soldiers, civilians, 
Ópata scouts, O’odham laborers, and do-
mestic servants of a variety of origins. Originally excavated by archaeologist Dr. Charles Di Peso, more 
recently our tour leader Dr. Deni Seymour carried out excavations there revealing quite a bit of new in-
formation about the Spanish occupation, the earlier Sobaípuri village, and the nature of life at this remote 
outpost. As usual, with the addition of new data, her findings run counter to many of the “established 
truths” of this frontier region.

Santa Cruz del Pitaitutgam was the first-ever Sobaípuri O'odham site identified and excavated, by 
Dr. Di Peso, who investigated a portion of it during the 1950s. He called it Santa Cruz de Gaybanipitea, 
but further ethnohistoric research shows definitively that this was the place Father Kino called Santa Cruz 
del Pitaitutgam (shown as Pitaitutgam on 17th century maps, see page 1). 

More recently, Dr. Seymour carried out additional excavations on the site, which was important in 
clarifying new ideas about the Sobaípuri O'odham, their village layout, length of occupation in the valley, 
and many other issues of current interest.

ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR MASKS AND PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING 
DURING THIS TOUR TO REDUCE SPREADING OF DISEASE.

Footprints found in dirt floor of a house excavated at 
Santa Cruz de Terrenate (Photos courtesy of Deni J. Seymour)

Excavations at Pitaitutgam revealed foundations of several Sobaípuri O'odham houses and other archaeological features 
(Photo and map courtesy of Deni J. Seymour)



 IMPORTANT TOUR INFORMATION

ALL PARTICIPANTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR MASKS AND PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING 
DURING THIS TOUR TO REDUCE SPREADING OF DISEASE.

COST AND PAYMENT POLICY:  Reservations are accepted on a first-come basis. Full payment is due within 10 
days of reservation request or by tour registration deadline, whichever is earlier. A portion of the tour fee will be a 
tax-deductible contribution to Old Pueblo Archaeology Center in an amount to be determined based on tour 
expenses compared to revenues after all expenses have been paid. Any entrance fee savings from passes, permits, 
memberships, etc., become part of the donation to Old Pueblo Archaeology Center. We welcome singles, couples, 
and groups. 

CANCELLATIONS less than seven days prior to departure date are not refundable. Cancellation notice must be 
received in writing, or via email or fax, and will be effective as of the date received. Cancellations after final 
payment date/time will result in forfeiture of all money paid. No refund will be made for leaving a program in 
progress. Trip insurance is highly recommended. Old Pueblo reserves the right to cancel programs while in 
progress and to take action as needed on an individual or group basis, when in Old Pueblo's sole opinion the health, 
safety, or well-being of participants requires such action. The tour itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of 
Old Pueblo Archaeology Center, but participants will be notified of significant changes in advance if the change is 
under the control of Old Pueblo.

TRANSPORTATION: Registrants are responsible for their own transportation. People who wish to carpool with 
other drivers may be able to join carpools at the meeting place. Vehicles not going on the entire trip may be parked 
at the meeting place at driver’s own risk.

ACCOMMODATIONS & MEALS:  No lodging or meals are included in tour fee. Each participant needs to bring a 
lunch, at least one quart of water, and other beverages as desired. Snack foods are also recommended. Please do not 
bring alcoholic beverages.

DEPARTURE: The tour will meet at 9 a.m. at the Chevron station in Whetstone, Arizona (GPS address = 2222 
AZ-90, Huachuca City, AZ). The station is at the southeast corner of the AZ-90/AZ-82 highway intersection about 
19 miles south of Benson along AZ-90. The 4 p.m. tour end-time (back at the Chevron station) is an estimate; 
travel and end times may be later than estimated considering how fast people can walk and regroup at the various 
stops and the possibility that vehicle problems can occur.

ACCESSIBILITY: It takes about 1½ hours to drive from Tucson to Whetstone. All driving is on paved roads 
except where we park at the archaeological sites. Tour leaders will allow plenty of time for those who cannot walk 
quickly. If you have difficulty walking over desert terrain you may only be able to view the historic features from a 
distance. Participants can walk/hike as much or as little as they wish.

HEALTH ADVISORIES:  Bring and wear a hat that protects the back of your neck and your ears. Bring and wear 
sunscreen lotion. You must be in good physical and mental health to do this tour. We are concerned about your 
health and safety, and our tour leaders have had first-aid and CPR training, but medical services or facilities may 
not be readily available or accessible during all or part of the tour.  You are responsible for selecting events 
appropriate to your abilities and limitations. If you have any doubts about your ability to participate, please contact 
us prior to registering. Any physical condition requiring special attention, diet, or treatment must be reported when 
the reservation is made, and a follow-up explanatory letter may be required.

PARTICIPANTS MUST ABIDE by all federal, state, and tribal regulations pertaining to visitation to historic sites, 
antiquities, and artifact sites. Collecting of artifacts, plants, animals, and mineral specimens is prohibited. Please see 
the State Historic Preservation Office’s azstateparks.com/archaeological-site-etiquette and Old Pueblo’s 
www.oldpueblo.org/artifact-collecting/ websites regarding appropriate behavior when for visiting archaeological 
sites.

MEMBERSHIP:  Becoming a member of Old Pueblo Archaeology Center opens a world of new discoveries. A 
$25, 1-year "Friend" membership provides the Old Pueblo Archaeology bulletin and discounts on some of our tour 
and course fees, and publications. Higher levels of membership may provide member with opportunities to 
participate in archaeological excavation and other research projects if desired. For membership details contact Old 
Pueblo at 520-798-1201 or info@oldpueblo.org, or visit our web site: www.oldpueblo.org.

https://azstateparks.com/archaeological-site-etiquette
http://www.oldpueblo.org/artifact-collecting/
mailto:info@oldpueblo.org
http://www.oldpueblo.org/

