
Candidate Positions on the Future of the San Pedro River

To Candidate…

Response from Bob Karp, candidate for State Senate LD14

The purpose of this letter is to respectfully request that you describe 
your position on issues ad actions that will impact the future of the San 
Pedro River. We are in a time when major changes are occurring in our 
area, e.g., border wall construction, groundwater overdraft, and further 
development of housing and agriculture. Debate is ongoing over exactly 
what should be done and how to mitigate the impact of actions now 
underway. We would like to know where you and other candidates for 
office stand on these issues. 

The Friends of the San Pedro River (FSPR), founded in 1987, is a 
volunteer, non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation and 
restoration of the river through advocacy, education, and 
interpretation. Our intent is to publish the responses we receive to 
these questions to our members and through media outlets to the 
public. The goal is to provide information for voters this fall as they 
consider which candidates they will support.

The San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area is federal land 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management. It was set aside by 
Congressional act in 1968 to protect the gallery forest along the river, 
scarce aquatic and other native habitats, wildlife corridors, and cultural 
history sites. Recent developments threaten those values – 
groundwater pumping, encroachment, and barriers to wildlife 
movement.

Here are our questions:



1. How do you envision the upper San Pedro River (from the border 
to St. David) ten years from now? This entails recreational 
opportunities, wildlife habitat, scenic landscapes, and natural and 
cultural resource protection.]

I’m not an expert of how the river should be maintained. I am opposed 
to allowing cattle grazing along the river.  I am also opposed to allowing 
BLM to put in any additional roads near the River.  I would like to see 
the river maintained as free flowing as a light use recreational area.  
How that would happen is out of the scope of my knowledge. 

2. What measures do you favor to avoid aquifer depletion that 
otherwise would degrade the river’s surface flow and the wildlife 
habitat that relies on that flow and underlying groundwater?

I would like to see more recharge basins put in Cochise county to help 
increase flow which is only a partial solution.  I will support giving 
ADWR the authority to monitor industrial agriculture wells throughout 
the state.  Here are some additional ideas I support:

 Require large commercial wells throughout the state to have 
meters installed to monitor water use.

 Allow rural areas that counties declare as threatened to opt in to 
metering wells in groundwater basins.

 Expand existing rules to require developers of subdivisions to 
certify an adequate 100-year water supply to cover all areas of 
the state. 

 Change rules for creating INA (irrigation non-expansion areas) to 
make it easier to limit well drilling.



3. There is widespread concern that the border wall project has 
been conducted with inadequate public engagement, analysis of 
alternatives, and environmental impact assessment. Moreover, 
there are concerns that it will disrupt wildlife corridors and 
dispersal of large fauna including jaguars, ocelots, puma, bears, 
and deer. Will you speak out for greater Congressional oversight, 
public input, transparency and accountability on the part of the 
federal government before it embarks on such projects?

As I stated to your group previously the number one way to stop the 
continued building of the wall is to vote President Trump out of office 
and flip the U.S. Senate to Democratic Party control.  

As local representatives we must lobby our state congressional 
delegation to be more proactive in oversight of DHS and Army Corps of 
Engineers as well as oppose exemptions to environmental protection 
laws and to uphold the right of property owners to contest eminent 
domain seizures of private property along the border.

Please respond to the Friends of the San Pedro River at 
fspr@sanpedroriver.org by 31 August 2020.


